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We know that for seniors, making post graduation
plans while working to keep up with schoolwork

can be stressful . 
Planning and organizing is vital for success! 

What should my student be doing? 
What should I be doing?

H E L P I N G  Y O U R  D A U G H T E R  T H R O U G H  A
C H A L L E N G I N G  Y E A R



Apply
D I R E C T L Y  W I T H  U N I V E R S I T Y

S I M P L Y  G O  T O  T H E  S C H O O L ’ S  W E B S I T E

U S I N G  C O M M O N  A P P
C R E A T E  A N  A C C O U N T

A P P L Y  T E X A S ,  E T C .
 



 

 

Signature Needed!



A P P L Y

Visit Colleges
 Spend time on the university’s campus.

 This is where you will live for four years. 

Juniors and seniors get 2 college days per
year that don’t count against their

absences. Sign up for a tour.



A P P L Y

  Look at all of your schools and their application guidelines
now so you know what’s required of you. 

ACT and SAT
Continue to test and send scores directly to schools from

my.act.org

Keep working hard! 
Senior Year Counts! 

https://my.act.org/account/signin?location=https://my.act.org


Register for the ACT and test again! 
September 14th 
October 26th 
October 29th at OLA for school day testing

OLA registers juniors and seniors for this test session

December 14th
You can take the ACT up to 12 times

 (nobody wants to, but you can!) 

W H A T  S H O U L D  I  B E  D O I N G  N O W ?  



TEST DATES
United States, US Territories, and Puerto Rico

September 14, 2024

October 26, 2024

December 14, 2024

February 8, 2025

April 5, 2025

June 14, 2025

July 12, 2025* 

August 9

September 20

November 8

January 3

February 28

May 9

June 6

August 25

October 7

November 22

January 20

March 16 May

26 June 20

September 6

October 18

December 6

January 31

March 28

June 6

July 4

©2024 by ACT, Inc. All rights reserved. FP04001.CJ16118

* No test centers are scheduled in New York for the July test date. 

2024|2025
Test Dates Regular Registration 

Deadline
Late Registration 

Deadline
Photo Upload and
Standby Deadline 

Test Information Release for the 2024–2025 testing year will occur in September, December, and February.
See www.act.org/the-act/tir for more information.

www.act.org

https://www.act.org/the-act/tir
https://www.act.org/the-act/tir
https://www.act.org/


P R E P A R E  Y O U R  R É S U M É

Provide explanations of your
service, extra-curricular, and

leadership activities. 

Explain your participation with
clubs, volunteer groups, and

organizations. Assume people
know nothing about you. 

Use ACTION words

T H I S  I S  Y O U R
T I M E  T O  B R A G
A B O U T
Y O U R S E L F



Letters of Recommendations: 

ASK your teachers and mentors if they
would be willing to write a letter on your

behalf BEFORE listing their names as
references or recommenders. 

A S K  F O R  A  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N - A S K ,  D O N ’ T  T E L L !



Have a copy of your résumé in hand when
asking for a recommendation from someone.

Include instructions on how to submit the
recommendation.

A S K  F O R  A  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  -  S H A R E  I N F O !



Do - ask a teacher who can speak to your growth as a
student, your character with your peers, your contribution to
the learning environment.

Do - ask an adviser for an organization or club who can
speak to your work ethic or consistent dedication to projects
or volunteerism. 

Do - a member of the clergy, youth ministry director, coach,
or club or community leader who has seen you in action or
when you have struggled, yet dealt well with adversity.  

W H O  T O  A S K  F O R  A  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  ? ? ? ? ?



Don’t - ask for a rec letter from a teacher whose class you
slept through and never completed homework in...

Don’t - use only recommenders outside of the school
environment because that sends a message too... 

Don’t - list a person’s name and email as a recommender
before asking them if they would write for you, and then ask
them why they haven’t completed your rec letter...

W H O  T O  A S K  F O R  A  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  ? ? ? ? ?



Don’t - worry if you had a bumpy high school career
and you just figured it all out with a massive turnaround
and burst of maturity. Meet with that person who has
witnessed your growth and talk through your journey. 

Some of my VERY BEST rec letters have been
for students who struggled in high school to

figure it out or to get going! 
Don’t be so hard on yourself! Come talk!  

W H O  T O  A S K  F O R  A  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  ? ? ? ? ?



Select a recommender who can speak to your performance
or growth over time.

Do not wait until the last minute. 

Give the recommender at least 3 weeks to write your letter. 

Follow up on deadlines for submission!

A S K  F O R  A  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  -  S T R A T E G I Z E !



The largest lump sums of scholarship money
is awarded directly from the university. 

Schools have general scholarship
applications, departmental applications,
special programs applications, LuckyDay,
and endowed scholarship applications. 

L E T ’ S  T A L K  M O N E Y



W H A T  S H O U L D  I  B E  D O I N G  N O W ?  

Common App, Special Program Applications,
Scholarships A, and Admissions Essays: 

Don’t put off your essays until your application
deadline is looming. Research essay questions

for the schools to which you plan to apply. 

Ask for help proofreading and editing. 



Automatic Scholarships - Awarded by universities usually on a matrix chart
Endowed Scholarships - Special applications with universities

Pell Grants Federal Money (FAFSA) 
State Aid Money (MTAG/MESG) 

Micro-scholarships - Smaller scholarships but usually only a one-time offer
Outside Sources (private scholarships, companies, civic organizations and

businesses, parent’s employers)

Work Study, Loans, YOUR POCKET!

W H E R E  D O E S  T H E  M O N E Y  C O M E  F R O M ?  



W H E R E  D O E S
T H E  M O N E Y
C O M E  F R O M ?  

A U T O M A T I C  S C H O L A R S H I P S  F R O M  U N I V E R S I T Y



W H E R E
D O E S  T H E
M O N E Y
C O M E
F R O M ?  

A U T O M A T I C  M E R I T  S C H O L A R S H I P S  F R O M  U N I V E R S I T Y



Special scholarships from community

PARENTS’ EMPLOYERS’ SCHOLARSHIPS

L E T ’ S  T A L K  M O N E Y

Click the logo for website link

https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.mgccf.org/available-scholarships/
https://get2college.org/
https://www.raise.me/


 These DEADLINES are Non-Negotiable!

Every college has specific deadlines for
Admissions, Early Entry Programs, Early Action

or Early Decision, Scholarship Applications,
Special Programs, Housing, 

Immunization Form, Deposits, etc.

M E E T  Y O U R  D E A D L I N E S



Apply to the
University or
College and
pay the
application
fee

Complete an
OLA
transcript
request form
and sign it

Send your
ACT/SAT
scores from
your account
directly to the
university 

Complete the
Scholarship
Applications,
Complete FAFSA
and Mississippi
State Aid
Application

H A V E  Y O U  D O N E  T H I S ?  



 

 Some states and MOST colleges use information from the FAFSA form
to determine your eligibility for their grants, scholarships, and loans. 
 

                          MUST BE FILED EVERY YEAR!          
    

F E D E R A L  S T U D E N T  A I D



MTAG ( MS Tuition Assistance Grant)
(MS colleges only) 15 ACT and 2.5 GPA

          $500 per year (Freshman and Sophomore)
          $1000.00 per year (Junior and Senior)

  

MESG ( MS Eminent Scholars Grant)
(MS colleges only) 29 ACT Superscore and up with 3.5 GPA+

           $2500.00 per year ( Freshman thru Senior Years)

                          MUST BE FILED EVERY YEAR!    

M I S S I S S I P P I  S T U D E N T  A I D

https://www.msfinancialaid.org/#/account/login


H E L P  G R A N T

I N I T I A L  E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T :
H I G H  S C H O O L  S E N I O R ,  L E G A L  R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F
M I S S I S S I P P I  F O R  O N E  Y E A R  P R I O R  T O  A P P L I C A T I O N .
H A V E  A  H I G H  S C H O O L  C U M U L A T I V E  G R A D E  P O I N T  A V E R A G E
( G P A )  O F  2 . 5  O N  A  4 . 0  S C A L E .
S C O R E  A  M I N I M U M  O F  2 0  O N  T H E  N A T I O N A L  A C T .
S U P E R S C O R E S  A R E  A C C E P T E D .
C O M P L E T E  A  S P E C I F I C  H I G H  S C H O O L  C U R R I C U L U M .

M E E T  I N C O M E  L I M I T A T I O N S :
D E M O N S T R A T E  N E E D  B Y  C O M P L E T I N G  ( F A F S A )  A N D
Q U A L I F Y I N G  F O R  A  M A X I M U M  O R  P A R T I A L  F E D E R A L  P E L L
G R A N T .

M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  T H E  W E B S I T E :
H T T P S : / / W W W . M S F I N A N C I A L A I D . O R G / H E L P /



O U R  N U M B E R S - C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4

attended schools
in Mississippi

attended
community
colleges

earned in scholarships
and grants

application rate

83% 

6 students

$4.6 million

99%
average # of
schools applied
to by seniors

4



P A T H  T O  S U C C E S S F U L  A D M I S S I O N

Complete FAFSA
when it opens for
the 25-26 School
Year using your
2023 income and
tax information.
Schedule appt
with Get2College
Counselor for
help!

FAFSA & 
     MS Tuition
Assistance

3

Application
ACT
High School
Transcript
Pay Fee

Application
1

Separate Special
Programs
Scholarship
application or
only one when
you apply? 
Know your
university's
process

Scholarship App
2

Obtain your Form
121 Immunization
Compliance from
from Guidance
and upload
Health Services.
Apply for
Housing. Pay
Deposit.

Housing App &
Deposit4

Complete final
transcript request
form and also send
transcripts from
USM/PRCC/MGCCC
directly to your
university of choice

Final Transcripts
and Dual Credit
Transcripts

5



W E  A R E  H E R E  T O  H E L P !  

Questions?


